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PLANNING & INSPECTION DEPARTMENT 
Post Office Box 10, Atlantic Beach, NC 28512 

(252) 726-4456 
Fax (252) 726-7043 

Michelle Shreve Eitner 
planner2@atlanticbeach-nc.com 

Memorandum 
To: Rachel Love-Adrick, District Planner, Division of Coastal Management 
From:  Michelle Eitner, Planning and Development Director 
Date: May 14, 2019 
Re: Implementation Status Report of the 2008 Adopted CAMA Land Use Plan 

The Town of Atlantic Beach is submitting the following information as to the status of the implementation items 
recommended in the adopted 2008 CAMA Land Use Plan. The 92 items addressed below were taken from pages 
167–195 of the plan and staff commentary/response is shown in bold italics. 

Public Access: 
I.1 The Town of Atlantic Beach will update its 1999 Public Access - Preliminary Recreation Assessment and 

request Division of Coastal Management funding for the preparation of the plan. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2008-
2009. To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

I.2 Atlantic Beach will pursue private sources of funding for the development of shoreline access facilities, 
including the donation of land. Schedule: Continuing Activity. This is an ongoing process through the 
Capital Improvement Plan and discussion with land owners. 

I.3 Atlantic Beach may pursue funding under the North Carolina CAMA Shoreline Access funding program (15A 
NCAC 7M, Section .0300, Shorefront Access Policies). Schedule: Continuing Activity. This funding is 
pursued each year for the construction and maintenance of public accesses. 

I.4 Atlantic Beach will pursue funding from the North Carolina Wildlife Commission for the provisions of 
soundside boat ramps. Emphasis should be placed on the west end of town.  Schedule: Continuing Activity. 
To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

I.5 The town’s public access sites should be clearly marked. Schedule: Continuing Activity. Public access sites 
are denoted with signage consistent with the Town’s branding. 

I.6 Atlantic Beach will make all improved shoreline access facilities handicapped accessible. Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. All shoreline access facilities installed by the Town have been designed to be 
handicapped accessible.  

I.7 The town will prepare a map for public distribution which clearly indicates the location of all shoreline access 
sites and associated public parking. Copies of the map will be placed in local businesses for distribution. 
Schedule: Fiscal Year 2008-2009. The County’s online mapping service “Carteret County Recreation 
Map” has layers to view shoreline access sites. This website is available to any user. To my 
knowledge, a hard copy map has not been created nor distributed in addition to the online map. 
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I.8 Atlantic Beach will pursue options for the increase of off-street parking for shoreline access sites. Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. This is an ongoing process through the Capital Improvement Plan and discussion 
with land owners. 

I.9 Atlantic Beach will continue to monitor the number of access sites with the demand and consider expansion 
when feasible. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to monitor the provision of this 
initiative and act upon it as necessary and possible.  

Residential: 
I.10 Atlantic Beach will review its zoning and subdivision ordinances to ensure consistency with the 

recommendations included in this plan (see pages 152, 153, and 154). The town’s zoning ordinance must be 
revised to attain the densities which are delineated on the Future Land Use Map, page 197. Schedule: Fiscal 
Year 2007-2008.The Unified Development Ordinance was created 2008-2009 and adopted in 2009. It is 
updated as necessary to meet the evolving needs of development. 

I.11 Atlantic Beach will support residential development at the following residential densities which are reflected 
on the future land use map: 

(1) Low-density residential/7-8 units per acre. 
(2) Medium-density residential/8-12 units per acre. 
(3) High-density residential/8-12 units per acre. 
(4) Mixed use residential/8-21 units per acre. 
(5) Mixed use commercial/8-50 units per acre. 
(6) Conservation/open space -  1 unit per acre Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified 

Development Ordinance was adopted in 2009 and reflects these residential densities. 
I.12 In the “cottage” districts, the Town of Atlantic Beach will maintain buildings at the existing size, height, and 

density through enforcement of its zoning ordinance (see Cottage District discussion on page 203). Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. The “cottage districts” are within separate zoning districts (Residential Single-
family and Duplex [RSD] and Residential Single-family Narrow yard [RSN]) to maintain the size, 
height, and density.  

I.13 Atlantic Beach will permit residential development to occur in response to market needs provided that the 
following criteria are met: 

(1) Due respect is offered to all aspects of the environment. 
(2) If deficient community facilities and services are identified, the town will attempt to improve such to 

the point of adequately meeting demands. 
(3) Additional residential development will concurrently involve planning for improvements to 

community facilities and services if excess capacity does not exist within those facilities and 
services. 

(4) Residential development is consistent with other Atlantic beach policies and the land use map as 
contained in this plan update. 

This implementing action will be enforced through the Atlantic Beach zoning and subdivision ordinances. 
Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance sets out standards by which 
residential development is allowed. 

I.14 All re-zoning and subdivision approvals will consider the existing and future land use suitability maps and 
analyses which are included in this plan. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Future Land Use Map is 
referenced at each rezoning request. 

I.15 Atlantic Beach will review its zoning and subdivision ordinances and consider establishing floor area ratio 
requirements to ensure that development is consistent with the density requirements of this plan. Schedule: 
Fiscal Year 2007-2008. The Floor Area Ratio requirement is established as a requirement within the 
Commercial Circle zoning district. 
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I.16 It is town policy to promote, foster, and encourage the redevelopment of old, poorly designed and 
underutilized areas. Redevelopment is preferred and deemed more important than development of currently 
undeveloped areas. Many developed areas are in poor condition with poor road design, lack of vegetation, 
dilapidated housing, mixed uses, etc. The town will continue a program of strict enforcement of the minimum 
code as a means to improve the quality of existing development. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town 
continues to enforce minimum housing, nuisance, and property maintenance ordinances in addition 
to promoting redevelopment. 

I.17 Atlantic Beach will take an active supervisory role in all future redevelopment projects. All projects are 
required to consider the town’s environmental policies and to address the town’s other public needs, 
especially its needs for a sound street system. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development 
Ordinance sets out several review procedures which require Technical Review Committee 
recommendation of projects. This allows Police, Fire, Public Works, and Administrative Departments 
as well as county, state, and federal agencies to comment on feasibility of projects. 

I.18 Atlantic Beach will allow the reconstruction of any structures demolished by natural disaster or by other 
causes in accordance with all applicable federal, state and local regulations.  Schedule: Continuing Activity. 
The Unified Development Ordinance carries provisions allowing reconstruction of many types of 
structures when destroyed by natural disasters. 

I.19 Atlantic Beach supports adoption by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development of stricter 
standards for the construction of mobile homes which are to be located in the coastal zone. Such standards 
should increase wind resistant capabilities to a level consistent with that which is required for conventional 
site built housing. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance requires that all 
federal, state, and regional regulations be followed for installation of manufactured homes, including 
wind zone ratings for windows, doors, and tie-downs. 

I.20 The Town supports rezonings that are appropriate for the area. Requests for zoning changes will not be 
approved if the requested change will result in spot zoning. Spot zoning is a form of discriminatory zoning 
whose sole purpose is to serve the private interests of one of more landowners instead of furthering the 
welfare of the entire community as part of an overall zoning plan. Spot zoning is based on the arbitrary and 
inappropriate nature of a re-zoning change rather than, as is commonly believed, on the size of the area 
being re-zoned. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance requires that 
rezonings be considered with the Land Use Plan and Future Land Use Map be taken into account 
before making a decision.   

Commercial/Industrial: 
I.21 The Town of Atlantic Beach will enforce its zoning regulations for type and location of commercial land uses (see 

the future land use map, Map 20). Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance sets 
out standards for commercial land uses. 

I.22 The Town of Atlantic Beach will review its zoning and subdivision ordinance and revise as necessary to ensure 
consistency with the policies and implementing actions included in this plan. This review will focus on the 
following: 
• Significant land use compatibility problems; 
• Significant water use compatibility identified problems including those in the applicable Division of 

Environmental Management basinwide plan; 
• Significant problems that have resulted from unplanned development and that have implications for future 

land use, water use, or water quality; 
• An identification of areas experiencing or likely to experience changes in predominant land uses; 
• Significant water quality conditions and the connection between land use and water quality. Schedule: 
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Fiscal Year 2007-2008. The Unified Development Ordinance, which provides protections for the 
above items, was created in 2008-2009 and adopted in 2009 

I.23 The Town of Atlantic Beach will rely on its zoning and subdivision ordinances and the CAMA permitting 
process to protect AECs. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to implement this strategy. 

I.24 All commercial development efforts will be coordinated with the Town of Atlantic Beach Planning Board. 
Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance sets out several review procedures 
which require large commercial projects to be reviewed by the Planning Board. All commercial 
projects follow ordinances recommended by Planning Board.  

I.25 Commercial development will be coordinated with the Town of Atlantic Beach updated shoreline access plan. 
Schedule: Continuing Activity. To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

I.26 In guiding commercial development, the Town of Atlantic Beach will support the following locational guidelines: 
• Encourage renovation of commercial areas including emphasis on “The Circle” area. 
• Encourage location of new commercial/retail uses in vacant commercial buildings. 
• Encourage mixed residential/commercial and recreational development. Schedule: Continuing Activity. 

The Unified Development Ordinance sets out standards for commercial land uses, infill 
development, provision of recreational areas, and mixed-use development. 

I.27 The Town of Atlantic Beach Storm Hazard Mitigation, Post-Disaster Recovery, and Evacuation Plan provides 
policies for responding to hurricanes or other natural disasters. Those policies address reconstruction needs. 
The town will allow the reconstruction of any commercial structures demolished by natural disaster when the 
reconstruction complies with all applicable local, state, and federal regulations. Schedule: Continuing Activity. 
The Town has participated in the development of the Pamlico Sound Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

I.28 The Town of Atlantic Beach will review and possibly amend its zoning ordinance to reduce/control pollution 
from commercial development. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007- 2008. The Unified Development Ordinance 
limits impervious coverage and requires infiltration of stormwater from impervious coverage. 

I.29 During its review of proposed commercial development, the Town of Atlantic Beach will consider the following: 
(1) a preference to have commercial and other intense land uses that generate a substantial amount 

of traffic and other off-site impacts develop as self-contained areas having minimal ingress and 
egress to main traffic routes;  

(2) a preference to have the uses described above located with entrances and exits along streets and 
roads that are perpendicular to the nearest main traffic route; and  

(3) a preference to redevelop areas in poor condition. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified 
Development Ordinance has standards for development that encompasses this strategy. 

I.30 The Town discourages zonings and rezonings that will result in strip development. Strip development is a 
melange of development, usually commercial, extending along both sides of a major street. Strip development 
is often a mixture of auto-oriented enterprises (e.g., gas stations, motels, and food stands), and truck-dependent 
wholesale and light industrial enterprises along with the once-rural homes and farms that await conversion to 
commercial use. Strip development may severely reduce traffic-carrying capacity of abutting streets by allowing 
for excessive and conflicting curb cuts. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance 
has standards for development that encompasses this strategy. 

Conservation: 
I.31 The Town of Atlantic Beach will review its zoning and subdivision ordinances to ensure compliance with 

policies P.21 through P.32. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007-2008. The Unified Development Ordinance has 
standards for development t encompasses this strategy. 

I.32 The Town of Atlantic Beach will utilize printed materials and public service announcements to educate the 
public about environmentally sensitive areas and what actions may be taken to support preservation. 
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Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town has several educational publications displayed in the offices 
from NOAA, the Division of Coastal Management, North Carolina Coastal Federation, and Carteret 
County. The Town coordinates environmental information for dissemination on the weekly email 
bulletin and on the Town’s Facebook page. There are also several online resources linked on the 
Town’s website. 

I.33 The Town of Atlantic Beach will review all development proposals to ensure the protection of Hoop Hole 
Creek (see page 70). Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards 
for development to encompass this strategy.  

I.34 The Town of Atlantic Beach will enforce/pursue the following actions to regulate floating homes and both 
open water and upland marina development: 
(1) Atlantic Beach considers boating activities an extremely important part of its tourist industry and 

overall economy. Subject to the policies stated herein and the town’s zoning ordinance, the town 
does not oppose the construction of both open water and upland marinas. Schedule: Continuing 
Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass 
this strategy. 

(2) The Town of Atlantic Beach supports revisions to the zoning ordinance or adoption of a separate 
ordinance to prohibit floating homes and live- aboard boats. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 
The Unified Development Ordinance, adopted in 2009, has standards for development to 
encompass this strategy. 

(3) The construction of all marinas, docks and piers shall minimize or eliminate adverse effects on 
coastal wetlands and subaquatic vegetation and comply with 15A NCAC 7H minimum use 
standards (see page 73). Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance 
has standards for development to encompass this strategy. 

(4) Atlantic Beach will allow construction of dry stack storage facilities for boats associated with or 
independent of marinas. Dry stack storage is generally defined as the storing of multiple boats out 
of the water and off of the ground. Marinas store boats in the water. All applicable zoning, 
subdivision, 15A NCAC 7H, or other regulations must be satisfied. Water access to dry stack 
storage facilities should not disturb shellfishing waters or subaquatic vegetation. Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to 
encompass this strategy. 

(5) Existing marinas, docks and piers may be reconstructed to their prior size so long as all local 
ordinances and other applicable policies of this plan are satisfied and met when reconstruction 
occurs. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for 
development to encompass this strategy. 

I.35 The Town of Atlantic Beach will protect ocean hazard areas by the following actions: 
(1) Atlantic Beach will support only uses within the ocean hazard areas which are allowed by 15A 

NCAC 7H and are consistent with the town’s zoning and land protection ordinances. Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to 
encompass this strategy.  

(2) Atlantic Beach supports the deposit of dredge spoil by the US Army Corps of Engineers on the 
beach and relocation as the preferred erosion control measures for ocean hazard areas. 
Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town has expressed interest in an additional tax to help 
fund beach nourishment to ensure that other erosion control methods are not necessary.  

(3) The Town of Atlantic Beach will vigorously enforce Article of the town’s zoning ordinance which 
establishes stringent requirements for the preservation and protection of sand dunes and 
vegetation thereon. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town relies on state regulations to 
preserve dune areas. 
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(4) The town supports state requirements pertaining to shoreline stabilization in ocean hazard areas. 
Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to support shoreline stabilization efforts. 

(5) Atlantic Beach will support the limited adjustment of the CAMA setback line in association with 
ongoing deposit of sand from dredge spoil projects and the establishment of new permanent dune 
and vegetation lines. However, it is understood that this action will not impact permit decisions 
regarding CAMA setback line in ocean hazard areas unless the Coastal Resources Commission 
modifies the State use standards for this AEC. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town received 
the Static Line Exception provision with the Division of Coastal Management. 

I.36 Except in ocean hazard areas, the Town of Atlantic Beach will not oppose bulkhead construction within its 
jurisdiction as long as construction fulfills the use standards set forth in 15A NCAC 7H and the town zoning 
ordinance. The town is opposed to all bulkhead construction in ocean hazard areas. Schedule: Continuing 
Activity. The Town continues to support these efforts. 

I.37 Atlantic Beach recognizes the uncertainties associated with sea level rise. Although the rate of rise is 
difficult to predict, the town will support the following actions: 
(1) The Town of Atlantic Beach will cooperate with county, state, and federal efforts to inform the 

public of the anticipated effects of sea level rise. Schedule: Continuing Activity. To my 
knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

(2) The Town of Atlantic Beach will continuously monitor available information on sea level rise and 
revise as necessary all local building and land use related ordinances to establish setback 
standards, long-term land use plans, density controls, buffer vegetation protection requirements, 
and building designs which will facilitate the movement of structures. Schedule: Continuing 
Activity. To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy.  

(3) Atlantic Beach will allow the construction of bulkheads which satisfy 15A NCAC 7H in all areas, 
except ocean hazard areas, to protect structures and property from rising sea level. Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. The Town continues to implement this strategy through cooperation 
with the Division of Coastal Management. 

I.38 The Town of Atlantic Beach will implement the following to protect maritime forests: 
(1) The Town of Atlantic Beach will require large lot sizes in maritime forest areas and limit the 

amount of clearing of vegetation to only as much as necessary to site a home and provide 
access. This will be supported by the town’s zoning and subdivision ordinance. Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to 
encompass this strategy. 

(2) The Town of Atlantic Beach will enforce Article VIII of the town’s zoning ordinance which 
establishes stringent requirements for lot clearing. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified 
Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this strategy. 

(3) The Town of Atlantic Beach will review and strengthen its dune protection ordinance. Schedule: 
Fiscal Year 2008-2009. To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

Stormwater Control: 
I.39 The Town of Atlantic Beach will adopt a local stormwater control ordinance. The ordinance will support the 

following basic phases: 
(1) Site Planning and Design Development Phase, 
(2) Assessment Phase, 
(3) Control Selection/Design Phase, 
(4) Certification/Verification/Approval Phase, 
(5) Implementation/Construction Phase, 
(6) Final Stabilization/Termination Phase. 
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(7) Incorporation of the following EPA objectives: 
■ Public Education and Outreach on Stormwater Impacts. 
■ Public Involvement and Participation. 
■ Elicit Discharge Detection and Elimination. 
■ Construction Site and Stormwater Runoff Control. 
■ Post-Construction Stormwater Management, and New Development or Redevelopment. 
■ Pollution   Prevention   and   Good   Housekeeping   for Municipal Operations. Schedule: 

Fiscal Year 2008-2009. The Unified Development Ordinance, adopted in 2009, has 
standards for development to encompass this strategy. 

I.40 The stormwater control ordinance will require xeriscaping (native vegetation) in estuarine shoreline areas. 
Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to 
encompass this strategy. 

I.41 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support existing state regulations relating to stormwater runoff resulting 
from development (Stormwater Disposal Policy 15 NCAC 2H.001-.1003) through enforcement of the town’s 
subdivision ordinance. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has 
standards for development to encompass this strategy. 

I.42 The Town of Atlantic Beach will cooperate with the NCDOT, the North Carolina Division of Water Quality, 
and other state agencies in mitigating the impact of stormwater runoff on all conservation classified areas. 
The town will support the Division of Water Quality stormwater runoff retention permitting process through 
its zoning permit system by verifying compliance prior to issuance of a zoning permit. Schedule: Continuing 
Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this 
strategy.  

I.43 The Town of Atlantic Beach will attempt to apply for grant funds, and utilize Powell Bill funds, to improve 
stormwater drainage systems associated with existing rights-of-way. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The 
Town has spent over a million dollars over the past seven years installing and implementing 
various stormwater drainage systems across town. 

I.44 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support existing state regulations relating to stormwater runoff resulting 
from development (Stormwater Disposal Policy 15 NCAC 2H.001-.1003) through enforcement of the town’s 
subdivision ordinance. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has 
standards for development to encompass this strategy. 

I.45 The Town of Atlantic Beach will emphasize elimination of stormwater drainage problems for those areas 
delineated on Map 18. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town has spent over a million dollars over 
the past seven years installing and implementing various stormwater drainage systems across 
town. 

I.46 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support the State of North Carolina shoreline buffer rules in the review and 
approval of all development proposals (see page 118). Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town has spent 
over a million dollars over the past seven years installing and implementing various stormwater 
drainage systems. 

Infrastructure Carrying Capacity 

I.47 The Town of Atlantic Beach will pursue all available state and federal funding to continue the study of viable 
options for the establishment of economically feasible/environmentally acceptable central sewer service. 
Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town contracted with an engineering firm to complete the study.  

I.48 The Town of Atlantic Beach supports the construction of package treatment plants that are approved and 
permitted by the State Division of Environmental Management and by the Carteret County Health 
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Department/Division of Health Services.  If any package plants are approved, Atlantic Beach supports the 
requirement of a specific contingency plan specifying how ongoing private operation and maintenance of 
the plant will be provided, and detailing provisions for public assumption of the plant should the private 
operation fail. Additionally, it is the town’s policy that existing package treatment plants continue to operate 
but must be tied into the municipal sewage treatment system upon its completion. The town will revise its 
zoning and subdivision ordinances to require that, as part of the development approval process, ongoing 
operational plans be provided and provisions for incorporation of package treatment plants into a central 
sewer system be specifically approved. Schedule: Continuing Activity and revise zoning and subdivision 
ordinances Fiscal Year 2007-2008. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for 
development to encompass this strategy. 

I.49 The Town of Atlantic Beach will promote water saving devices and incorporate appropriate modifications to 
its existing water rate structure. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2008- 2009. This was achieved through the 
Capital Improvements Plan and the installation of the SCADA system. 

I.50 Atlantic Beach will conserve its surficial groundwater resources by supporting CAMA and NC Division of 
Environmental Management stormwater runoff regulations, and by coordinating local development activities 
involving chemical storage or underground storage tank installation/abandonment with Carteret County 
Emergency Management personnel and the Groundwater Section of the NC Division of Environmental 
Management. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to work with and support the efforts 
of these state and federal agencies. 

I.51 Atlantic Beach will encourage and support water conservation efforts. This will include limiting the 
maximum output of each town well to a rate which will ensure that the town’s water conservation policies 
will be met. Motels and rental units will be requested to post notices encouraging water conservation by 
tourists. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to support the implementation of this 
strategy. 

I.52 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support efforts by Carteret County to ensure that aquifer recharge areas 
are adequately protected. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to support the 
implementation of this strategy. 

I.53 The Town of Atlantic Beach recognizes the potential for well contamination from salt water intrusion due to 
over pumping of individual wells. The town will continuously investigate measures which may be taken to 
avoid such consequences. Atlantic Beach will support state and federal groundwater research, monitoring, 
and management programs. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to support the 
implementation of this strategy. 

I.54 The Town of Atlantic Beach will pursue NC Department of Transportation Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning 
Grant Funds to develop a comprehensive pedestrian/bicycle plan. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2009-2010. The 
Town received a grant from the Division of Coastal Management to create the Comprehensive 
Bicycle Plan. This Plan was completed in 2012 and has guided infrastructure improvements and 
development plans.  

I.55 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support the transportation improvements identified in Section VI, Plan for 
the Future - A.5., Transportation, page 155. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to 
support the implementation of this strategy.  



Page 9 of 13 
 

I.56 The Town of Atlantic Beach will review its zoning and subdivision ordinances to ensure support of mixed 
use development which will aid in reducing adverse impacts from traffic (see page 155). Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to 
encompass this strategy. 

I.57 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support the development of a third bridge from the mainland to Bogue 
Banks, initially called for to connect the Salter Path/Indian Beach area to the mainland and included in the 
1993-1999 NCDOT Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town 
continues to support the implementation of this strategy. 

I.58 The Town of Atlantic Beach will consider studying the feasibility and cost- effectiveness of seasonal trolley 
service, water taxi service, pedestrian improvements, and/or other methods of transportation system 
improvement that do not involve significant investments in new roadway infrastructure as a method of 
reducing the increase in seasonal traffic loads. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to 
support the implementation of this strategy.  

I.59 The Town will ensure that zoning regulations are made in accordance with the Atlantic Beach Land Use 
Plan and designed to lessen congestion in the streets; to secure safety from fire, panic, and other dangers; 
to promote health and the general welfare; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding of 
land; to avoid undue concentration of population; and to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, 
water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements. The regulations shall be made with 
reasonable consideration, among other things, as to the character of the district and its peculiar suitability 
for particular uses, and with a view to conserving the value of buildings and encouraging the most 
appropriate use of land in Atlantic Beach’s planning jurisdiction. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified 
Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this strategy. 

Natural Hazard Areas: 
I.60 The Town of Atlantic Beach will permit the redevelopment of developed areas provided all applicable 

policies, regulations, and ordinances are complied with. All redevelopment should be designed to withstand 
natural hazards. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for 
development to encompass this strategy.  

I.61 Atlantic Beach will continue to enforce its existing zoning and flood damage prevention ordinances and 
follow the storm hazard mitigation plan. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development 
Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this strategy. The Town has participated 
in the development of the Pamlico Sound Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan.  

I.62 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support and implement the community rating system which allows for 
reduced flood insurance rates. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to cooperate with the 
Community Rating System program. 

I.63 The Town of Atlantic Beach will utilize the future land use map and its zoning ordinance to control 
development. The land use map and any zoning changes will be coordinated with the land suitability map 
(see Map 19, page 149). Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has 
standards for development to encompass this strategy in accordance with the Land Use Plan. 

I.64 The Town of Atlantic Beach will continue to enforce its dune protection ordinance (see page 143) and 
revise the ordinance when necessary to ensure continued effectiveness.  Schedule: Continuing Activity. To 
my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy.  

I.65 To regulate development in natural hazard areas, the Town of Atlantic Beach will support the densities 
indicated on the future land use map, page 197. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development 
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Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this strategy in accordance with the Land 
Use Plan.  

I.66 The Town of Atlantic Beach will continue to enforce its Beach and Shoreline Regulations and update them 
as necessary to ensure their continued effectiveness (see page 137). Schedule: Continuing Activity. The 
Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this strategy in 
accordance with the Land Use Plan. 

I.67 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support the implementing actions for sea level rise contained in I.37, page 
178. Schedule: Continuing Activity. To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

Water Quality: 
I.68 The Town of Atlantic Beach will require the preparation/approval of a water quality control statement for all 

proposed developments. The statement will specifically define how the following will be addressed: 
■ Use watershed-based land use planning. 
■ Protect sensitive natural areas, including coastal wetlands. 
■ Establish buffer network. 
■ Minimize impervious cover in site design. 
■ Limit erosion during construction. 
■ Maintain coastal growth measures. 
■ Restoration of impaired waters. 
■ Management of the cause and sources of pollution to ensure the protection of those waters 

currently supporting their uses allowing for reasonable economic growth. 
■ Reduction of nutrients in Atlantic Beach waters. 
■ Reduction of bacterial contamination sources to all waters. 
This implementing action requirement will be addressed in the update of the Town’s zoning and subdivision 
ordinances (I.31, page 176) and in the adoption of a stormwater control ordinance (I.39, page 179). 
Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007-2008 and Fiscal Year 2008- 2009). To my knowledge, the Town has not 
initiated this strategy. Proposed developments are held to current federal, state, and local 
requirements, which address these items themselves. 

I.69 The Town of Atlantic Beach will revise its zoning ordinance to regulate aquaculture activities. Schedule: 
Fiscal Year 2007-2008. To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy.  

I.70 The Town of Atlantic Beach will revise its zoning ordinance to regulate mooring fields (see pages 73-77 for 
definitions of mooring fields and floating homes). Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007-2008. To my knowledge, the 
Town has not initiated this strategy.  

I.71 The Town of Atlantic Beach will review and amend the local zoning ordinance with regard to underground 
chemical and gasoline storage regulations to ensure a minimum of risk to local groundwater resources. 
Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007-2008. To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

I.72 The Town of Atlantic Beach will continuously enforce, through the development and zoning permit process, 
all current regulations of the NC State Building Code and NC Division of Health Services relating to building 
construction and septic tank installation/replacement in areas with soils restrictions. Schedule: Continuing 
Activity. The Town continues to implement this strategy. 

I.73 Through its public awareness program (see I.32, page 176 and I.51, page 182) and preparation of a 
stormwater control ordinance (see I.39, page 179), the Town of Atlantic Beach will support the following 
water quality and water conservation related actions: 
■ Avoid planting turf in areas that are hard to water such as steep inclines and isolated strips along 

sidewalks and driveways. 
■ Use the garbage disposal sparingly. Compost instead and save gallons every time. 
■ Plant during the spring and fall when the watering requirements are lower. 
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■ Use a layer of organic mulch around plants to reduce evaporation and save hundreds of gallons 
of water a year. 

■ Divide your watering cycle into shorter periods to reduce runoff and allow for better absorption 
every time you water. 

■ Only water your lawn when needed. You can tell this by simply walking across your lawn. If you 
leave footprints, it is time to water. 

■ Adjust your lawn mower to a higher setting. Longer grass shades root systems and holds soil 
moisture better than a closely clipped lawn. 

■ Use porous materials for walkways and patios to keep water in your yard and prevent wasteful 
runoff. 

■ Direct downspouts and other runoff towards shrubs and trees, or collect and use for your garden. 
■ Water your summer lawns once every three days and your winter lawn once every five days. 
■ Reduce the amount of grass in your yard by planting shrubs, and ground cover with rock and 

granite mulching. 
■ Don’t water your lawn on windy days. After all, sidewalks and driveways don’t need water. 
■ When watering grass on steep slopes, use a soaker hose to prevent wasteful runoff. 
■ While fertilizers promote plant growth, they also increase water consumption. Apply the minimum 

amount of fertilizer needed. 
■ Next time you add or replace a flower or shrub, choose a low water use plant for year-round 

landscape color and save up to 550 gallons each year. 
■ Landscape with Xeriscape trees, plants and groundcovers. Call your local conservation office for 

more information about these water thrifty plants. 
■ Water only as rapidly as the soil can absorb the water. 
■ Aerate your lawn. Punch holes in your lawn about six inches apart so water will reach the roots 

rather than run off the surface. Schedule: Continuing Activity and implementing action I.39, page 
179. The Town continues to implement this strategy. 

I.74 The Town will consider revising its zoning ordinance to provide for parking requirements for compact cars 
in larger developments (developments with 25 or more spaces). Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007-2008. The 
Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this strategy in 
accordance with the Land Use Plan. 

 
Cultural, Historical, and Scenic Areas: 
I.75 The Town of Atlantic Beach will emphasize the protection of scenic areas in the update of its 1999 Public Access 

- Preliminary Recreation Assessment (see I.1). Schedule: Fiscal Year 2008-2009. To my knowledge, the Town 
has not initiated this strategy.  

I.76 The Town of Atlantic Beach will guide/encourage development and redevelopment to protect any historic 
properties identified within the Town. Schedule: Continuing Activity. To my knowledge, the Town has not 
initiated this strategy.  

I.77 The Town of Atlantic Beach will coordinate all Town public works projects with the NC Division of Archives and 
History to ensure the identification and preservation of significant archaeological sites. Schedule: Continuing 
Activity. To my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

Economic Development: 
I.78 The Town of Atlantic Beach will review its zoning and subdivision ordinances and revise, if necessary, to 

accommodate redevelopment of “The Circle” area. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007-2008. The Unified 
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Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this strategy in accordance 
with the Land Use Plan. 

I.79 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support the activities of the NC Division of Travel and Tourism. Specifically, 
the monitoring of tourism-related industry, efforts to promote tourism-related commercial activity, and efforts 
to enhance and provide shoreline resources. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to 
implement this strategy. 

I.80 The Town of Atlantic Beach will support mixed-use development through its zoning ordinance. The 
ordinance will be reviewed and amended, as necessary, to support mixed- use (residential/non-residential) 
development. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2007-2008. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for 
development to encompass this strategy in accordance with the Land Use Plan.  

I.81 The Town of Atlantic Beach is receptive to state and federal programs, particularly those which provide 
improvements to the Town. The Town will continue to support fully such programs, especially the following: 
North Carolina Department of Transportation road and bridge improvement programs, environmental 
protection, tourism, planning, the US Army Corps of Engineers regulatory and permitting efforts, dredging 
and channel maintenance by the US Army Corps of Engineers, the North Carolina shoreline access grant 
program, flood insurance, and federal and state projects which provide efficient and safe boat access for 
commercial and sport fishing. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to implement this 
strategy. 

I.82 The Town of Atlantic Beach considers tourism to be the cornerstone of its economy and will implement the 
following to improve opportunities for tourism: 
■ The Town will continue to support the activities of the Carteret County Tourism Development 

Bureau and the North Carolina Division of Travel and Tourism. 
■ The Town’s development priorities and goals of environmental and resource protection clearly 

state its strong desire to encourage and promote tourism. This policy will be implemented through 
the network of conservation-related policies contained in this plan. Schedule: Continuing Activity. 
The Town continues to implement these strategies. 

General Health and Human Services Needs: 
I.83 The Town of Atlantic Beach will prepare a specific capital improvements plan (CIP) with emphasis on 

services/facilities which will affect growth, development, and human services needs. This will support 
policies P.61 to P.66. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2009-2010. The Town continues to implement this 
strategy. 

I.84 The Town of Atlantic Beach will provide sufficient emergency services to all residents by ensuring the 
implementation of the following:  

(1) Require that all necessary infrastructure firefighting capability/capacity be provided in new 
developments. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has 
standards for development to encompass this strategy. 

(2) Continue to maintain an effective signage and addressing system for all streets and roads. 
Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to implement this strategy. 

I.85 The Town of Atlantic Beach will appoint a community appearance committee to establish guidelines and 
procedures for community appearance awards and to address the problem of litter on beaches and along 
roads. Schedule: Fiscal Year 2008-2009 and Continuing. The Appearance Improvement Committee 
discussed and commented on several issues in Atlantic Beach and advised on programs and 
initiatives that support this strategy. 

I.86 The Town of Atlantic Beach will selectively support state and federal programs related to the Town’s 
general health and human services needs. The Town, through its boards and committees, will monitor state 
and federal programs and regulations. It will use opportunities as they are presented to voice support for or 
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to disagree with programs and regulations that are proposed by state and federal agencies. Schedule: 
Continuing Activity. The Town continues to implement this strategy. 

I.87 The Town of Atlantic Beach will, through its public information efforts, educate people and businesses on 
waste reduction and recycling. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to implement this 
strategy. 

Redevelopment: 
I.88 The Town of Atlantic Beach will continue a program of strict enforcement of the minimum code as a means to 

improve the quality of existing development. Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Unified Development 
Ordinance and building regulations have standards for development to encompass this strategy. 

I.89 The Town of Atlantic Beach will take an active supervisory role in all future redevelopment projects. All projects 
are required to consider the Town’s environmental policies and to address the Town’s other public needs, 
especially its needs for a sound street system and for public access to the beaches. Schedule: Continuing 
Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this 
strategy. 

I.90 The Town of Atlantic Beach will allow the reconstruction of any structures demolished by natural disaster or by 
other causes in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local regulations. Schedule: Continuing 
Activity. The Unified Development Ordinance has standards for development to encompass this 
strategy. 

I.91 The Town of Atlantic Beach will consider, on a case-by-case basis, the expenditure of local funds to acquire 
unbuildable lots in hazardous areas. Donations of such lots will be accepted. Schedule: Continuing Activity. To 
my knowledge, the Town has not initiated this strategy. 

Funding Options: 
I.92 - The Town of Atlantic Beach will continue to support state and federal programs that are deemed necessary, cost-

effective, and within the administrative and fiscal capabilities of the Town. These include, but are not 
necessarily limited to: 

(1) Emergency Medical Services 
(2) Coastal Area Management Act, including shoreline access funds 
(3) Small Business Association 
(4) Economic Development Administration Funds 
(5) Federal Emergency Management Program 
(6) Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
(7) NC Clean Water Management Trust Fund 
(8) NC Division of Water Quality Section 319 

Schedule: Continuing Activity. The Town continues to implement this strategy. 
 

 


